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having created them, he has not ceased to adorn,
to fear, and to love them. Take away these
borrowed qualities and what will be left? Let us
do the same with respect to the things that we
covet. What will remain to fame, to dignities,
to all the baubles which we so fervently desire?
Nothing, or almost nothing.

XIII.    In a time of distress, astronomers them-
selves turn toward heaven, to seek there the divine
power which is capable of lessening their sufferings
and of sharing their troubles here below.    Yet
they are the first to know that they have as much
chance of finding it beside or below, as above them.
Power of words!   Thkie essence is  eternal.    In
vain do we break so many idols, thine will live as
long as mankind.

XIV.    From  our  early  youth,   a  benevolent
fairy remains at our side, offering to accompany
us through the vicissitudes of life, and shields us
with her ever-watchful protection.     This is no
fairy of legends.    She exists and develops in her
young and glowing beauty.    Invisible, she allows
us a glimpse of her sympathetic virtues and of her
infinite charms.    She embodies all the aspirations
of our lives.   In her expressive personality are hid-
den all the sources of our desires, our happiness
or our woe.    Riches, fame, distinctions, health,